
 &

present

D.E.B.S.
A Film By

Angela Robinson

Starring
Jordana Brewster

Sara Foster
Devon Aoki

Meagan Good
Jill Ritchie

Running Time: 91 minutes Rated: PG-13 for sexual content and language

D.E.B.S.
Short Synopsis

D.E.B.S., written and directed by Angela Robinson and starring Sara Foster, Jordana Brewster

and Devon Aoki, is a smart, stylish satire of teen comedies and action adventure films.  Recruited by the

U.S. government for their unique abilities to lie, cheat and fight, the teenagers become highly trained,

fabulously dressed, top-secret agents called D.E.B.S.  While on a stakeout of international master criminal

Lucy Diamond (Jordana Brewster), a massive shootout occurs and D.E.B.S.’ star agent Amy (Sara Foster)

is captured by Lucy’s notoriously dangerous gang. But instead of killing Amy, Lucy asks her out. Only
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after escaping does Amy realize why good girls love bad girls and stages her own kidnapping and begins

flirting with the dark side.

Synopsis

Never underestimate a girl with a gun and perfect hair.

Every year, high school students across the country sharpen their #2 pencils and take the S.A.T.

in preparation for college.  Unbeknownst to these students however, the U.S. government has hidden a

diagnostic test within the examination to measure one’s aptitude for lying, cheating and killing.  If a

young woman scores high enough on this covert portion of the test, she is recruited to join an

underground academy, known only as D.E.B.S., that grooms young girls to become secret agents.  After

graduation, these girls will go to work protecting their country against the world’s most dangerous

criminals – and they’ll keep their lipstick perfectly applied while they do it.

Discipline.  Energy.  Beauty.  Strength.  A killer fashion sense.  Do you have what it takes to join

the D.E.B.S.?

In this girl-power adventure comedy, the four young women of the Academy’s “A” squad have

learned stealth surveillance, firearms training and martial arts – they are almost finished with their

D.E.B.S. spy training.  Amy (SARA FOSTER) is a straight A student and the only girl ever to earn a

perfect score on the secret test.  Max (MEAGAN GOOD) is a fierce leader – the take-no-prisoners, leave-

no-stone-unturned captain of the squad.  The only girl in her squad not to have earned the requisite pre-

graduation stripes, Janet (JILL RITCHIE) is timid, proper and never-been-kissed.  Lastly, Domique

(DEVON AOKI) – with her devil-may-care attitude, nicotine addiction and inability to keep boys out of

her bedroom after curfew – makes up the final member of this super sleuth squad.  Under the tutelage of

tough-as-nails headmistress Mrs. Peatree (Emmy-winning actress HOLLAND TAYLOR) and Academy

President Phipps (MICHAEL CLARKE DUNCAN), these uniquely individual girls have been carefully

selected and trained to be strong, lethal and incredibly adept with an eyebrow pencil.  Now they must

combine all their skills to save the world from vexing vixen Lucy Diamond (JORDANA BREWSTER),

the most deadly criminal the world has ever known – and the sexiest woman to ever take hostages and

wield an Uzi.

Samuel Goldwyn Films and Destination Films are proud to present D.E.B.S.  Written and

directed by Angela Robinson, the film stars Sara Foster, Jordana Brewster, Meagan Good, Devon Aoki,

Jill Ritchie, Geoff Stults with Holland Taylor and Michael Clarke Duncan.  The producers are Andrea

Sperling and Jasmine Kosovic.
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ABOUT THE PRODUCTION

Though D.E.B.S. is an action-packed adventure comedy, the making of the film was more like a

Cinderella story.  It all began several years ago when writer/director Angela Robinson sketched a few

comic book drawings of an idea she had for an all-girl crew of high school secret agents.  D.E.B.S. was

born, quite literally, on the drawing board.  With colorful characters, a sexy uber-villain, and a

Technicolor premise, Robinson felt her story seemed perfectly suited to a comic book or cartoon.

Although she flirted with turning the project into a web animation, it never materialized.  Fresh from film

school, Robinson received a grant from an organization called “Power Up” to produce a ten-minute short,

and she decided to move her drawings from paper to the big screen; bringing to life the film version of

D.E.B.S. 

Shot on a small budget – but with high hopes – Robinson and her producers, Andrea Sperling and

Jasmine Kosovic, shot the D.E.B.S. short film in the summer of 2002.  Once completed, they submitted

and were accepted into the 2003 Sundance Film Festival.  To their excitement, it was met with a great

deal of praise and a lot of laughter.  Everyone enjoyed the high-concept idea of girls equally at home with

martial arts and make-up, and the short created a great deal of buzz.  Producer Sperling says it was a hit at

the festival because “the idea and the concept hadn’t been done before – and all-girl teen action movie

with a twist in the love story.  It was great.”

The true Cinderella moment came when D.E.B.S. caught the attention of Screen Gems president

Clint Culpepper, who wanted to create a full-length version of the short film.  “Fortunately,” says

Robinson, “I had already completed a script that elaborated on the premise of the short.”  Adds producer

Kosovic, “After Angela wrote and directed the short, she was so inspired and so psyched she wrote the

feature script in no time; it just flowed.”  They began shooting the feature only a few short months later.

Elaborating on her creative process, Robinson says it was mostly a matter of figuring out where

to go with her idea.  “I was able to write the feature quickly after getting on the right track,” she says.

“The actors helped create it when they read the script, and I was able to adapt things to fit the different

girls.  The project continually evolved, and it was a wonderful thing to see it take shape; I’m proud and

humbled by the experience.”

Having shot the first film only a few months before, Robinson and her producers had the

experience fresh in their minds when shooting the feature, and they were elated and surprised at the

differences between the two.  “I’m from a short film indie background,” says Robinson, “where you hold

the boom and turn it on, then yell ‘Action!’ and run for the camera.  To have a whole crew was amazing.”

The filmmakers were able to bring back many of the crew from the short film.  The filmmakers

were happy to be able to compensate artists for their kindness and faith the first time around.
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It was exhilarating for the filmmakers to fully realize their D.E.B.S. dream.  Of the finished

feature, Kosovic says, “It’s just bigger and funnier.  You really get more into each character.  The script is

richer; everything’s just amped up.  It’s like the difference between a short story and a novel.”

All in all the filmmakers were overjoyed with their short-to-full-length experience.  Kosovic says,

“I think the coolest and most exciting thing about the movie is that Angela has created a whole fantastic

world.  She wrote the script, she directed it, and she edited it so the vision’s entirely her’s.  She’s got

complete clarity.”

Sperling says, “Angela was very, very well-prepared and knew exactly what she wanted.  She’s

really smart.  She wrote the script so she knew how to achieve her own vision.  She also edited the movie

– it’s her, through and through.”

For her part, the writer/director couldn’t be more proud of their efforts.  “I feel so lucky to have

had the opportunity on my very first feature film to realize it in the way I wanted,” she says.  “To be able

to say, ‘Yeah, that’s what I thought it could look like,’ with special effects, action, gunfights and

choreography.  This film totally comes from my heart.  It’s something I’d been wanting to do for a long

time, and I’m so honored and flattered to have had the chance.”

THE D.E.B.S. IN D.E.B.S.

In casting D.E.B.S., the filmmakers had a difficult task in front of them.  To put together a team

of young actresses to fill the required roles, they had to find girls who could juggle comedy, action and

drama, perform high-kicks, look comfortable carrying a gun and run after bad guys in high heels – not a

typical casting notice.  Ultimately, though, Robinson and the producers found a group of girls who

exceeded their expectations and were willing to go out on a limb, hang from the rafters and shoot

extremely long days in extremely short miniskirts.

Actress Sara Foster plays Amy Bradshaw, the only D.E.B. to ever get a perfect score on the

hidden test within the S.A.T.  Amy doesn’t know what qualities made her such a top pick for the

Academy but she excels at what she’s being trained to do.

Describing what drew her to the movie, Foster says, “I saw the short, which was so funny and

witty, and it really grabbed my attention.  The script had all the elements I look for – the characters are

extremely developed and the writing’s smart and funny.”  After meeting director Angela Robinson, she

knew she wanted to commit.  “Angela’s amazing,” she continues.  “I love that she loves this project and

knows exactly what she wanted.”

Although she has plenty going for her, Foster’s character Amy is unsure of where her life is

leading her.  She has just dumped her boyfriend, Bobby (GEOFF STULTS) and is trying to find meaning

in her life beyond surveillance work and lip gloss.  Foster agrees Amy is somewhat perplexed by what’s
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going on around her.  “Everything’s happened so quickly for Amy,” she says.  “All of a sudden she’s part

of this top secret group, and she’s trying to figure out how she got there and what exactly it means.”  It’s

when she meets villainess Lucy Diamond (Brewster) that her life gets a meaning she never imagined in

her wildest dreams.

Foster sees the film as a sort of coming-of-age story.  “It’s a story about a girl who finds herself

in this crazy position,” she says.  “A girl who carries a gun and has to go through all this craziness to

realize who she is, what makes her happy and what she wants.”

Foster was familiar with shooting guns from when she was younger so that part of filming didn’t

present any problems.  She also was game for the physical demands of the role but was surprised to find it

difficult to hang from the ceiling for the surveillance scenes.  “We were on swings high in the air for three

days straight,” Foster remarks.  “After awhile your legs feel like they’re going to fall off.  But it looks

cool, so it’s worth it.”  Foster eased the difficulty of shooting with a bit of humor.  “I’m the queen of the

bloopers,” she laughs.  “I said to Angela the first day that we had to have a gag reel at the end of the film;

I knew I’d be the only person on there.”

When asked whether she shares any similarities with her big screen creation, Foster says,

“Jordana and I joke about it because I’m more like her character, Lucy – very outgoing and very sure of

herself – and Jordana says she’s more like Amy.  Amy is very reserved, the kind of person who’ll say

something and always want to take it back.  I always say what’s on my mind.”

Jordana Brewster plays the film’s arch-villain, the beautifully mysterious and secretly down-to-

earth Lucy Diamond.  Brewster was attracted to the project because she enjoyed the script and her first

meeting with Robinson, but it was her character that really cinched the deal.  “Lucy is pretty much the

bad-ass, which was a lot of fun,” she laughs.

Dressed in clothes straight out of Vogue, Lucy is regarded as one of the most evil people in the

world – at least that’s what the D.E.B.S. think at first.  In creating such a larger-than-life character,

Brewster says, “I relied a lot on Angela because I didn’t want to make Lucy a caricature; I wanted to

make her real.”  Brewster doesn’t deny her character’s criminal past but is quick to point out that she’s

not all bad.  “Lucy is manipulative but playful at the same time,” she says.

When asked whether she has a little bit of Lucy in her, Brewster echoes Foster’s earlier

comments: “I’m actually very shy so it’s like we’re polar opposites.  I’m getting to be really cocky and

confident through Lucy though,” she laughs.

Brewster and her co-stars went to a shooting range to learn how to convincingly shoot a gun for

the film.  Her secret?  “The trick is not to flinch and not to blink while you’re doing it,” she says.  They

also had to kickbox in the film, but she was no stranger to that sport.  “Luckily, I had worked with a

trainer for a year prior to the film, so I knew how to kick pretty well,” she says.
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Brewster enjoyed her co-stars and felt a great chemistry between them and a true camaraderie on

the set.  She also really enjoyed the “girl-power” aspect of the film.  “There were all these really studly

guys around on the set,” she says, “but the women are the main protagonists.  The men were the beefcake,

essentially – that was very fulfilling.  I wish that happened more in movies these days,” she laughs.

Brewster appreciates “the comedic, larger-than-life aspect” of the film, but she says, “At the same

time it’s very realistic in terms of dialogue and the relationships.  It just all works, and I find that

entertaining.  It’s an escape from reality, yet you can see yourself reflected in it.”

Meagan Good plays fierce squad leader Max, and the way Good sees it, Max is confident she’s

running the show.  “Max has attitude,” Good says.  “She likes to beat up people, she likes to shoot guns,

she likes to bark orders – she’s a kick-butt girl.”

No stranger to film and television sets, Good has been acting for years and says it runs in her

blood.  “I was a very creative child,” she says.  “I used to run around my house and fall down the staircase

pretending Michael Myers [Halloween] was trying to kill me.  I’d scream, and my mom ask ‘What are

you doing?’  ‘Acting,’ I’d answer.” 

In describing what made her want to become a D.E.B., Good says, “I liked the fact that I am so

small, but my character was the leader of the pack.  I wanted to bring a sort of Napoleon complex into it.

No matter what the situation, Max has no fear.”

Good, however, had a few fears of her own during production – in addition to the fight sequences,

the role required she perform several stunts…something she had never done before.  “I had to do a back

flip for one of the scenes, and I was so scared because I’d never done one before.  The first time I did it, I

was scared, but I said ‘Okay, let’s do it one more time.’  The next time I jumped so high that I hit the

ceiling and cut my toe open on the roof of the building,” she laughs.  “After that, I wasn’t scared – but I

didn’t want to do any more back flips.”

Good had never shot a gun before either, but she was surprised that the shooting range instructor

told her she basically had a perfect shot.  “Then I found out my dad was actually a sniper in Vietnam,”

she says.  “It must run in the family.”

Working with Robinson was a blessing for Good.  In her career, she’s found that many directors

“don’t take into consideration the emotional points someone is trying to get to or their creative process

and what they’re going to do with their character.  Angela takes everything into consideration.  I love

working with her; she’s not just my director, she’s my friend.”

Actress and model Devon Aoki plays French-born student Dominique, one of the D.E.B.S.

characters with the most…well, character.  Aoki found Dominique a ball to play.  “I wear very short

skirts, carry around a great big gun and have a very thick French accent,” she laughs.  “And the whole

time, I’m smoking.  The whole time.
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“Dominique is very sassy,” Aoki continues.  “She tries to be tough almost to the point where

she’s not affected by what’s going on around her.  She also always has a cigarette in her hand, even when

she’s shooting her gun.  This is very far from the real-life Devon,” she laughs – but she also admits it was

great fun.

To create her character, Aoki drew upon the French girls she knew while working as a model in

France, copying their hand gestures as well as their accent and phrasing.  “Basically my inspiration for the

character was from my observations of people in Paris,” Aoki says.  When asked whether she prefers

acting or modeling, she replies, “I still have a desire to do both, and I’ll do both as long as time permits.

There’s so much left for me to experience and learn along the way.”

In regards to her firearms training, Aoki says she had gone to camp as a girl and learned to shoot

a .22 gage rifle at targets like coins and plates, but it was a shock to pick up a gun again as an adult.  “It

was a totally new thing,” she says.  “It was nerve-wracking because I know how powerful those weapons

can be.”

Though she plays one of the funnier characters, Aoki was pleased that Dominique changes during

the course of the film.  “As the story progresses,” she says, “she becomes more able to express herself.

You see she’s a sensitive girl at heart, and being a D.E.B. really means a lot to her.”

Each of the four girls in the D.E.B.S. Academy “A” squad is unique in her own way, but the final

“A” squader, Janet is the only one who hasn’t earned her “stripes” and is constantly trying to prove

herself to the others.  Jill Ritchie had also played Janet in the short film version of D.E.B.S.  “Coming

into this was much easier for me because I felt like I had really established this character and was able to

just step back into it,” she says.  The main difference between shooting the two versions of the film?  “We

didn’t get paid the first time,” she laughs.  “That was a huge difference.”

Says Ritchie of her character, “Janet is very pristine, very proper.  She is very conscientious,

always questioning if something was right or wrong or if she’s hurt anybody’s feelings.  She’s very

sensitive, very sweet.”

Ritchie has played roles like Janet before, which leads her to wonder aloud whether she projects

such a prim image.  “But I would never dress like this,” she says.  “I’d never wear a sweater wrapped

around my shoulders or pearls.”  She admits that like her character, she was a straight A student and does

actually care what other people think about her.  “I’m very concerned with not hurting other people’s

feelings.” 

In preparing for the spy-girl aspects of her character, Ritchie acknowledges that it was unsettling

to point and shoot a gun.  “Even though you’re not aiming at anybody, you know guns can kill,” she says.

“But you get used to it after you fire it and fire it and fire it.  My gun was the lightest one so I think I had

it the easiest.”
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Ritchie learned a lot from her double D.E.B.S. experience – most of all to trust yourself, believe

in what you’re doing, and never think you know where something may lead.  She did the short without

ever imagining it would turn into a feature film “so don’t ever underestimate what may happen.” 

Though the D.E.B.S. are fierce, they need someone to keep them on their toes and teach them the

finer rules of espionage.  In this case, it’s Mrs. Peatree, and Emmy Award-winning actress Holland Taylor

was the perfect performer to step into Peatree’s sensible flats.

“The Academy is full of girls in little tartan skirts who seem like normal debutantes but in fact are

in the espionage game,” says Taylor.  “I’m their intrepid headmistress.”

Taylor joined the project after attending a benefit where they played a bunch of shorts, including

the D.E.B.S. short film.  “They were all good,” she says, “but this one was stunningly clever.  The

director clearly knew how to achieve effects.  There were these boffo laughs and very solid moments

where the audience reacted exactly the same, and I thought, ‘Well that’s skill.’  It wasn’t just talent; she

really knew how to put it all together.”  Robinson was at the benefit, and Taylor told her exactly how

much she enjoyed the piece.  When Robinson wrote the feature script and created Mrs. Peatree, she

immediately thought of Taylor for the role.  

In the film, Peatree is hard on her girls and demands they uphold the Academy’s standards at all

times.  Should they choose not to toe the line, she makes it clear she will squish them like a bunch of

pretty bugs – Peatree doesn’t accept mediocrity.  Off-camera, Taylor was very supportive of the girls

playing her Academy students.  “My maternal instincts came up as the girls had been working sixteen

hour days for weeks.  I would appear to do the occasional day, and I’m fresh and rested while they’re

completely wasted,” she says.  “So I patted their heads and said good luck.” 

Taylor is proud of what Robinson accomplished and lauds her directing efforts.  “It’s a high stress

situation,” she says, “but Angela held her vision and kept her ear right in what she wrote and what she

wanted.  It’s pretty great.”

D.E.B.S. Academy President Phipps is played by a member of another academy – Michael Clarke

Duncan.  Duncan was pleased to come on board for the D.E.B.S. feature because he wanted to do

“something comedic, something light-hearted and funny for a change.”  Once involved, he quickly came

to respect writer and director Robinson.  “She’s very good,” he says.  “She’s very educated and really got

to things on point.”

Describing his character, Duncan says, “Mr. Phipps is like a father-figure to these four young,

intelligent spies.  I give them their assignments on a daily basis, check in on them and make sure they’re

doing their schoolwork.
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“These young ladies are being molded into something they don’t know about,” he continues, “so

this is all new to them.  Phipps helps them make the transition from high school graduates to Academy

trainees.”

Echoing a comment made by Taylor, Duncan also couldn’t believe how hard the young actresses

worked day in and day out.  When asked whether he has any advice for his young co-stars, he says, “To

stay awake.  They worked their behinds off in this movie,” he laughs.  On a more serious note, he adds,

“They did a tremendous job, these girls, and I commend all of them.”

All told, the actresses and filmmakers had a great time shooting D.E.B.S.  The shoot was grueling

and demanding but the end result was worth all the hard work.  When watching the finished product,

producer Kosovic comments on how the girls enjoyed the filming.  “It’s so much fun to film the stunt

stuff and see these petite, elegant girls with enormous guns,” she says.  “Another thing I love so much is

how casual the girls are about it.  When they’re doing a stakeout and hanging from the ceiling, they’re

practically pulling their nail files out.  They’re just like regular girls, but they’re doing these amazing

things.”

After comic illustrations, web animation, a ten-minute short film and now a full-length feature,

writer and director Robinson feels that she finally did her story justice.  What began as a few sketches on

a piece of paper became a labor of love and a dream come true – and she feels lucky to have had such

dedicated companions in her quest, from the producers and crew to the actors onscreen.  “With the

actors,” she says, “what I’m most proud of is that each character is so distinctive.  They each have a

totally different thing they bring to the movie, but collectively it all works.  They’ve been professional,

fun and so talented.  There are very few roles where young actresses get to do comedy and action and

have flair and complexity – it’s been a total joy.

“And I have a new respect for hair and make-up,” she laughs.  “I now know more about hair and

guns than I ever thought possible.”

* * *
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D.E.B.S.
Biographies

ABOUT THE CAST

SARA FOSTER (Amy) is on the verge of breaking out as one of the hottest young actresses in

Hollywood.  Most recently she guest starred in the hit HBO show “Entourage.” Earlier this year, Sara

starred in THE BIG BOUNCE opposite Owen Wilson, Morgan Freeman and Gary Sinise for Warner

Bros. directed by George Armitage.  She was also the host for the MTV/Paramount hit “ET on MTV” and

was a featured guest star on Scott Rosenberg's Showtime series, “Going to California.”  She has been a

featured model for such companies as Guess and Tommy Hilfiger and has been seen in many magazines

from GQ to Glamour.  

JORDANA BREWSTER (Lucy Diamond) Hollywood has certainly taken notice of the talented

Jordana Brewster.  Currently, Jordana is shooting the Disney film ANNAPOLIS, a drama set against the

backdrop of boxing at the Naval Academy in Philadelphia.  Brewster stars as the female lead opposite

James Franco and Tyrese in this film, directed by Justin Lin.  This summer, Jordana completed filming

NEARING GRACE, an indy film adapted from Scott Sommer’s novel of the same title.   

Prior to that, Jordana starred in Universal Pictures’ box office hit THE FAST AND THE

FURIOUS opposite Paul Walker and Vin Diesel for director Rob Cohen.  She also starred in THE

INVISIBLE CIRCUS for director Adam Brooks and Fine Line Features.  The film, which premiered at

Sundance 2001, also starred Cameron Diaz, Blythe Danner and Christopher Eccleston.  

Brewster also starred as ‘Delilah’ in the science fiction thriller THE FACULTY, from director

Robert Rodriquez and Miramax’s Dimension Films.  She also received critical praise for her work in the

highly rated NBC mini-series “The Sixties.”  

Brewster sharpened her acting skills on the daytime drama “As the World Turns.”  She divided

her time between high school and her role as ‘Nikki Munson’ on the Emmy Award winning series. 

Brewster is a recent graduate of Yale University’s class of 2003.  She has lived in Brazil, England

and New York.    

MEAGAN GOOD (Max) is quickly becoming one of Hollywood's most sought after young

actresses.  Good was most recently seen in Queen Latifah’s and Lion’s Gate’s THE COOKOUT starring

Eve, Farrah Fawcett, and Danny Glover.  Meagan just finished filming ROLL BOUNCE.  ROLL

BOUNCE is a 1970s roller-skate coming-of-age comedy.  In ROLL BOUNCE, Meagan plays the role of

‘Naomi,’ the epitome of the 70s phrase “Black is beautiful”.
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Good recently completed work on the drama/mystery BRICK for director Rian Johnson.  BRICK

is about a high school loner ‘Brendan Frye’ who pushes his way into the underworld of a small seaside

town to investigate the disappearance of his ex-girlfriend.  

Meagan starred in the Screen Gems feature, YOU GOT SERVED, a hip-hop dance movie

starring the Pop/R&B sensations B2K, written and directed by Chris Stokes.  Good was also seen starring

in the DreamWorks Pictures BIKER BOYZ, a true story of the underground world of motorcycle racing

with Laurence Fishbourne heading the all-star cast, which also includes Kid Rock and Orlando Jones, and

in the contemporary romantic comedy, DELIVER US FROM EVA, a Focus Feature starring LL Cool J

and Gabrielle Union. 

Good is most recognized for her acclaimed performance (opposite Samuel L. Jackson) in the

eerie family drama EVE’S BAYOU, for which she received an NAACP Image Award and a Hollywood

Reporter Nomination.

Her other film credits include FRIDAY with Ice Cube, Holly Goldberg Sloan’s THE SECRET

LIFE OF GIRLS, Chris Stokes’ HOUSE PARTY 4 and D.J. Pooh’s 3 STRIKES.  She also completed

filming the yet to be released, Craig Ross, Jr.’s HUSTLE AND HEAT, co-starring with Vivica A. Fox

and Duane Martin. 

Born in Panorama City, CA, Good began starring in commercials at age 4, and to date has

completed over 60 national television commercials.  She made her prime-time television debut starring as

Sarah’s best friend ‘Katie’ on the Friday night WB show, “Raising Dad.”  Good's first major television

role was as a series regular on the TV hit “Cousin Skeeter.”  She also guest starred on various shows,

“Moesha,” “Touched By An Angel,” “The Steve Harvey Show,” “The Famous Jett Jackson,” “The

Division,” and “The Parenthood” to name a few.  

Good currently lives in California, and enjoys getting involved in charity events and toy drives

for children, as well as being involved in “Clean Slate” an annual Drug Awareness program in Pittsburgh,

PA.  

DEVON AOKI (Dominique) began her career in the entertainment industry at age fourteen.

The daughter of a Japanese father and German/English mother, she was raised and educated in Malibu,

Calif., and London, England.  While living in London, Aoki was signed by Storm Models, where she

quickly became one of the fashion industry’s most sought after models.  Aoki’s fashion work includes

editorial pictorials for Harpers Bazaar, Vogue, W and numerous other magazines.  In addition, Aoki also

has been featured in numerous advertising campaigns, including Chanel, Versace, Cerruti, Moschino and

Lancome.  



D.E.B.S. Production Notes – Page 12

Aoki’s acting career began with the Primal Scream video, which also featured model Kate Moss.

Additional music videos include Duran Duran’s “Electric Barbella” and Elton John’s “The Way You

Look.”  She most recently co-starred in John Singleton’s 2 FAST 2 FURIOUS with Paul Walker and

Tyrese.  

JILL RITCHIE (Janet) grew up in Romeo, Mich., which is near Detroit.  After participating in

many of her high school theatre productions, she attended DePaul University's Theatre School for a year

before transferring to USC where she graduated with a B.A. in Theatre.

Ritchie will next appear in HERBIE: FULLY LOADED.  Her feature film credits include the

Jamie Foxx comedy BREAKIN’ ALL THE RULES, FALLING OFF THE VERGE, THE POOL AT

MADDY BREAKER’S, GIRL FEVER, SURFACING, FACE THE MUSIC, READY TO RUMBLE and

PERFECT FIT.  Ritchie also has guest-starred on many television series, including “Boston Public,”

“Nash Bridges,” “The Geena Davis Show,” “Jack & Jill” and “Beverly Hills, 90210.”

HOLLAND TAYLOR (Mrs. Peatree) has built a brilliant career in film, television and theater.

Her first Broadway role was in “The Devils” with Anne Bancroft and Jason Robards, produced by

legendary showman Alexander Cohen.

She recently completed filming SOMETHING BORROWED and was last seen in the Robert

Rodriguez family hits SPY KIDS 3-D and SPY KIDS 2.  Her film credits include LEGALLY BLONDE,

KEEPING THE FAITH by director Ed Norton, THE TRUMAN SHOW directed by Peter Weir, Brad

Anderson’s NEXT STOP WONDERLAND, TO DIE FOR, ALICE, JEWEL OF THE NILE and

ROMANCING THE STONE.  

Taylor has garnered much success on television, including an Outstanding Supporting Actress

Emmy Award® and nomination for “The Practice” and an Outstanding Guest Actress Emmy Award® for

her work on “The Lot.”  She currently can be seen on the Charlie Sheen comedy series “Two and a Half

Men.”  In addition, Taylor has been a series regular on such shows as “Baby Bob,” “The Naked Truth”

with Tea Leoni, “The Powers That Be” and “Bosom Buddies,” starring Tom Hanks and Peter Scolari.

Her guest appearances include “ER,” “The Fighting Fitzgeralds” and “Ally McBeal” as well as a

recurring role on “Dag” and multiple appearances on “Politically Incorrect.”  Taylor also has starred in

numerous made-for-television movies, including “The Day Reagan was Shot,” “Bitter Blood,” “Royal

Romance” and “Tales from the Hollywood Hills.” 

On stage, Taylor has made many notable Broadway appearances in such productions as

“Breakfast with Les and Bess,” “Butley” opposite Alan Bates and “Murder Among Friends” with Jack

Cassidy.  Her additional stage credits include “The Vagina Monologues,” Pete Gurney’s “The David
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Show,” “Cocktail Hour,” E.L. Doctorow’s “Drinks Before Dinner,” “Children” and the musical

“Fashion.”  

MICHAEL CLARKE DUNCAN (Mr. Phipps) Michael Clarke Duncan’s performance as the gentle

giant in THE GREEN MILE received massive critical-acclaim.  This unforgettable performance has led

to a career of diversified roles and worldwide praise.

Duncan will star in SIN CITY directed by Robert Rodriguez, and he is currently in production on

the film AMERICAN CRUDE alongside Jennifer Esposito, Ron Livingston and Rob Schneider.

Duncan portrayed the evil Kingpin in the mega-hit DAREDEVIL opposite Ben Affleck.  Prior to

that, Duncan starred in several blockbuster films including THE SCORPION KING opposite The Rock,

PLANET OF THE APES opposite Mark Wahlberg, SEE SPOT RUN opposite David Arquette and THE

WHOLE NINE YARDS opposite Bruce Willis.  

Duncan previously worked with Bruce Willis on the mega-hit film ARMAGEDDON.  It was

Willis who placed the call to director, Frank Darabont to suggest Duncan for the critical role of John

Coffey in THE GREEN MILE.  Darabont had conducted a nationwide casting call searching for the

perfect actor to portray this beloved character in the Stephen King adaptation.  Duncan’s keen acting

prowess and exceptionally kind demeanor won him this crucial role.  Portraying John Coffey won Duncan

numerous accolades including an Academy Award nomination, Golden Globe nomination, SAG

nomination, Broadcast Film Critics Award, Saturn Award and Black Reel Award, to name a few.  In

addition, Duncan was recognized as the ShoWest Male Star of Tomorrow.

Duncan’s previous film credits include BULWORTH, THE PLAYER’S CLUB and A NIGHT

AT THE ROXBURY.  He has had guest roles on the hit television shows “The Jaime Foxx Show,” “The

Fresh Prince of Bel Air,” “Weird Science,” “Married…With Children,” and “The Wayan Bros.”

With an unmistakable deep voice, Duncan has thrived as a voiceover actor as well.  His most

recent voiceover film credits include the upcoming RACING STRIPES, DELGO and DINOTOPIA:

CURSE OF THE RUBY SUNSTONE.  Previously he voiced characters in BROTHER BEAR, GEORGE

OF THE JUNGLE 2 and CATS & DOGS

ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS

ANGELA ROBINSON (Writer/Director) received her B.A. from Brown University and then studied

film at the New York University Graduate Film Program.  While at NYU, she made several short films

and assisted director Spike Lee.  
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Robinson is currently shooting HERBIE: FULLY LOADED for Disney and was recently a staff

writer for the Showtime series, “The L Word.”  Her short film D.E.B.S. was accepted into the Sundance

Film Festival last year, for which the feature film is based on.  

ANDREA SPERLING (Producer) has produced seventeen feature films and seven shorts.  Her

feature film credits include Adam Broder and Anthony Abrams' PUMPKIN, executive produced by

Francis Ford Coppola; Erik Skjoldbjaerg's PROZAC NATION co-produced with Christina Ricci;

Alexander Rockwell's 13 MOONS; Jamie Babbit's BUT I'M A CHEERLEADER; Mary Kuryla's FREAK

WEATHER; Marius Balchunas' NO VACANCY, executive produced with Ron Shelton; and Morgan J.

Freeman's DESERT BLUE.  In addition she has produced four films by Gregg Araki, including

NOWHERE, THE DOOM GENERATION, TOTALLY F***ED UP and THE LIVING END (1991);

four films by Jon Moritsugu – SCUM ROCK, FAME WHORE, MOD F**K EXPLOSION and

TERMINAL, USA, as well as Christopher Munch’s COLOR OF A BRISK AND LEAPING DAY, which

was awarded the Grand Jury Prize for Best Cinematography at the 1996 Sundance Film Festival.   

Sperling’s short film credits include include Angela Robinson’s D.E.B.S., which premiered at the

Sundance and Berlin Film Festivals in 2003; Guin Turner’s upcoming HUMMER, Jamie Babbit’s

STUCK, which won honorable mention at Sundance 2002 as well as SLEEPING BEAUTIES; Mary

Kuryla's MEMORY CIRCUS; Jennifer Gentile's MY PRETTY LITTLE GIRLFRIEND; and Britta

Sjogren's A SMALL DOMAIN (1996), which was awarded the Grand Jury Prize for Best Short Film at

the 1996 Sundance Film Festival. 

Receiving a Bachelor of Arts in Film History, Theory and Criticism from the University of Santa

Barbara, she graduated with honors in 1990.  Sperling sits on the Board of Directors for The Professional

Organization of Women in Entertainment Reaching Up (POWERUP!) and serves on the Advisory

Committee for IFP West's New Visions Program and Film Forum.

The Independent Feature Project West nominated Sperling for a Spirit Award in Producing

Achievement in 1999 and 1993, for which she took home the award. 

JASMINE KOSOVIC (Producer) first produced Tod Williams’ THE ADVENTURES OF

SEBASTIAN COLE, a coming-of-age story set in the gender bending 1980s.  The critically acclaimed

Paramount Classics release premiered at the Toronto International Film Festival, was in competition at

Sundance and garnered several Independent Spirit Award nominations.  Alliance Atlantis’ romantic

comedy JUST ONE TIME, from writer/director Lane Janger, was her second outing as a producer, and

the film also was selected to attend the Toronto Film Festival.  Kosovic also produced three short films –

all of which premiered at Sundance, David Kaplan’s LITTLE RED RIDING HOOD, which stars
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Christina Ricci, FROG CROSSING directed by Jamie Babbit and Ari Gold, and D.E.B.S, on which the

feature film is based.

Last year, Kosovic was nominated by the IFP/West for an Independent Spirit Award in Producing

Achievement. Kosovic taught the 2001 IFP/West Producers Lab, participates regularly on filmmaker

panels organized by the IFP/West, mentors young filmmakers through the organizations’ Project Involve

and is a contributor to Filmmaker Magazine. 

After earning a BA in Political Science from Barnard College, Columbia University, she began in

the entertainment industry as a production assistant, working her way up the ranks.  Kosovic has held key

production and post-production positions for such filmmakers as John Sayles, Wayne Wang, Barbet

Schroader, Abel Ferrara, Peter Medak, Martha Coolidge, Bruno Barreto and Alison Maclean. 

* * *
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